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VIII. GENEVA CONVENTION FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED
AND SICI( OF ARMIES IN THE FIELD, 27 JULY
1929.
NOTE. The text of this Convention was drawn up by a diplomatic conference held at Geneva between 1 and 27 July 1929, at which forty-seven States,
including the United States, were represented. The conference used as the
basis of its deliberations a draft convention adopted by the XIth International
Red Cross Conference in 1923.
The 1929 Convention was ratified or adhered to by fifty-four States, including
the United States. As between the parties, it replaced the Geneva ConventiOilJl of 22 August 1864 and of 6 July 1906.
[Translation from 4 Treaties (Trenwith), p. 5209.]

CHAPTER ONE. THE WouNDED AND SicK.
ARTICLE ONE. Officers, soldiers, and other persons officially
attached to the armies who are wounded or sick shall be respected and protected in all circumstances; they shall be humanely
treated and cared for without distinction of nationality by the
belligerent in ·whose power they are.
A belligerent, however, when compelled to leave his wounded
or sick in the hands of his adversary, shall leave with them, so
far as military exigencies permit, a portion of the personnel and
materiel of his sanitary service to assist in caring for them.
ARTICLE 2. Subject to the care that must be taken of them
under the preceding article, the wounded and sick of an army
who fall into the power of the other belligerent shall become
prisoners of war, and the general rules of in tern a tional law in
respect to prisoners of war shall become applicable to them.
The belligerents shall remain free, however, to agree upon such
clauses to the benefit of the wounded and sick prisoners as they
may deem of value over and above already existing obligations.
ARTICLE 3. After every engagement, the belligerent who
remains in possession of the field of battle shall take measures
to search for the wounded and the dead and to protect them from
robbery and ill-treatment.
A local armistice or cessation of fire to enable the removal of
wounded left between the lines shall be arranged whenever
circumstances permit.
ARTICLE 4. Belligerents shall mutually forward to each other
as soon as possible the names of the wounded, sick and dead
taken in charge or discovered by them, as well as all indications
which may serve for their identification.
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They shall dra \V up a n d fo rward t o each other dea th
certifica t es.
They shall collect and likew-ise forward t o each ot her all
objects of personal use found on the field of battle or on the
dead, especially one-half of their identity plaque, the other half
remaining attached to the body.
They shall see that a careful examination, if possible, medical ,
is made of the bodies of the dead prior to their interment or
cremation, with a view to verify ing their death, establishing
their identity, and in order to be able to furnish a report thereon.
They shall further see that they are honorably buried and
that the graves are treated with respect and ma y always be
found again.
For this purpose, and at the outbreak of hostilities, they shall
officially organize a service of graves in order to render any later
exhumation possible and to make certain of the identity of bodies
even though they may have been moved from grave to grave.
Upon the termination of hostilities , they shall exchange lists
of gra v es and of dead buried in their cemeteries and elsewhere.
ARTICLE 5. The military authority may make an appeal to
the charitable zeal of the inhabitants to receive and, under its
supervision, to care for, the ·wounded or sick of the armies,
granting to persons responding to such appeals special protection
and certain facilities.
CHAPTER II. SAN ITARY FoRMATIONS AN D EsTABLISHMENTS.
ARTICLES 6-7. [Substantially identical with Articles 6-7 in
the Geneva Conv ention of 1906 .]
ARTICLE 8. A sanitary formation or establishment shall not
be deprived of the protection accorded by Article 6 by the fact:
1) that the personnel of the formation or establishment is
armed and uses its arms in self-defense or in defense of its
wounded and sick;
2) that in the absence of armed hospital attendants the
formation is guarded by an armed detachment or by sentinels;
3) that hand firearms or ammunition taken from the wounded
and sick and not yet turned over to the proper authorities are
found in the formation or establishment;
4) that there is found in the formation or establishment
personnel or rna teriel of the veterin a ry serv ice which does not
integrally belong to it.
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CHAPTER III. PERSONNEL .
ARTICLE 9 . The personnel charged exclusively with the
removal, transportation, and treatment of the wounded and
sick, as well as with the administration of sanitary formations
and establishments, and the chaplains attached to armies, shall
be respected and protected under all circumstances. If they
fall into the hands of the enemy they shall not be treated as
prisoners of war.
1\!Iilitary personnel which has received special instructions to
be used when necessary as auxiliary attendants or litter bearers
in the removal, transportation and treatment of the wounded
and sick, and bearing an identification document, shall benefit
by the same conditions as the permanent sanitary personnel
if they are captured at the moment when they are fulfilling these
functions.
ARTICLE 10. The personnel of volunteer aid societies, duly
recognized and authorized by their Government, who are employed in the same functions as the personnel contemplated in
Article 9, paragraph 1, are assimilated to that personnel upon
condition that the said societies shall be subject to military
laws and regulations.
Each High Contracting Party shall make known to the other,
either in time of peace or at the opening or during the progress of
hostilities, and in any case before actual employment, the names
of the societies which it has authorized to render assistance,
under its responsibility, in- the official sanitary service of its
armies.
ARTICLE 11. A recognized society of a ,neutral country may
only lend the services of its sanitary personnel and formations
to a belligerent with the prior consent of its own Government
and the authority of such belligerent.
The belligerent who has accepted such assistance shall be
required to notify the enemy before making any use thereof.
ARTICLE 12. The persons described in Articles 9, 10 and 11
rna y not be detained after they have fallen in to the power of
the adversary.
Unless there is an agreement to the contrary, they shall be
sent back to the belligerent to whose service they are attached
as soon as a way is open for their return and military exigencies
permit.
While waiting to be returned, they shall continue in the
exercise of their functions under the direction of the adversary;
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they shall be assigned preferably to the care of the wounded and
sick of the belligerent to whose service they are attached.
At the time of their departure they may carry with them such
effects, instruments, arms and means of transport as belong to
them.
ARTICLE 13. While they remain in their power, belligerents
shall secure to the personnel mentioned in Articles 9, 10 and 11,
the same maintenance and quarters, pay and allowances, as to
persons of corresponding rank in their own armies.
At the outbreak of hostilities the belligerents shall reach an
understanding on the corresponding ranks of their sanitary
personnel.
CHAPTER IV. BuiLDINGS AND lVIATERIEL.
ARTICLE 14. If mobile sanitary formations, whatever may
be their nature, fall in to the power of the adversary, they shall
retain their rna teriel, their means of transportation, and their
conducting personnel.
The competent military authority, however, shall have the
right to employ them in caring for the wounded and sick; restitution shall take place in accordance with the conditiDns prescribed
for the sanitary personnel and as far as possible at the same time.
ARTICLE 15. Buildings and materiel of the fixed sanitary
establishments of the army shall remain subject to the laws of
war, but may not be diverted from their use so long as they are
necessary for the wounded and sick.
However, commanders of troops engaged in operations may
use them in case of urgent military necessity if, before such use,
the wounded and sick treated there have been provided for.
ARTICLE 16. The buildings of aid societies admitted to the
benefits of the Convention shall be regarded as private property.
The rna teriel of these societies, irrespective of its location ,
shall likewise be regarded as private property.
The right of requisition recognized to belligerents by the laws
and customs of war shall be exercised only in case of urgent
necessity and after the wounded and sick have been provided for.
CHAPTER

v.

SANITARY TRANSPORTS.

ARTICLE 17. Vehicles equipped for sanitary evacuation
traveling singly or in convoy shall be treated as mobile sanitary
formations subject to the following special provisions:
A belligerent intercepting sanitary transportation vehicles,
traveling either singly or in convoy, may, if required by military
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necessity, stop them and break up the convoy, charging himself
in all cases with the care of the wounded and sick whom it contains. He may only utilize such vehicles in the sector wherein
they were intercepted and exclusively for sanitary needs. When
their local mission is at an end, these vehicles must be returned
under the conditions stipulated in Article 14.
Military personnel assigned by competent orders for sanitary
transportation purposes shall be returned under the conditions
stipulated in Article 12 for sanitary personnel, and subject to the
provisions of the last paragraph of Article 18.
All means of transportation especially organized for evacuation purposes, as well as their appurtenances attached to the
sanitary service, shall be returned in conformity with the
provisions of Chapter IV.
l\1ilitary means of transportation and their teams, other than
those belonging to the sanitary service, may be captured.
The civil personnel and all means of transportation obtained
by requisition shall be subject to the general rules of international law.
ARTICLE 18. Air craft used as a means of sanitary transportation shall enjoy the protection of the Convention during such
time as they are exclusively reserved for the evacuation of
wounded and sick and for the transportation of sanitary personnel and materiel.
They shall be painted in white and shall bear clearly visible the
distinctive sign mentioned in Article 19 alongside of the national
colors on their upper and lovver surfaces.
Excepting with special and express permission, a flight over
the firing-line, as well as over the zone situated in front of the
major medical dressing stations, and in general over any territory under the control of or occupied by the enemy shall be
forbidden.
Sanitary aircraft n1ust comply with all summons to land.
In the case of a landing thus required or made accidentally
upon territory occupied by the enemy, the wounded and sick,
as well as the sanitary personnel and materiel, including the
aircraft, shall benefit by the provisions of the present
Convention.
The pilot, mechanics, and wireless operators who have been
captured shall be returned on condition of only being utilized
in the sanitary service until the termination of hostilities.
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CHAPTER VI . THE DISTINCTIVE SIGN.
ARTICLE 19. Out of respect to Switzerland the heraldic emblem of the red cross on a white ground, formed by the reversal
of the Federal colors, is continued as the emblem and distinctive
sign of the sanitary service of armies.
However, for countries which already use, as a distinctive
sign, in place of the red cross, the red crescent or the red lion and
sun on a white field, these emblems shall likewise be recognized
within the meaning of the present Convention.
ARTICLE 20. The emblem shall appear on flags and brassards,
as well as upon all materiel, appertaining to the sanitary service,
with the permission of the competent military authority.
ARTICLE 21. The personnel protected in virtue of the first
paragraph of Article 9 and Articles 10 and 11 shall wear attached to the left arm a brassard bearing the distinctive sign,
issued and stamped by a competent military authority.
The personnel mentioned in Article 9, paragraphs 1 and 2,
shall be furnished with an identification document consisting
either of an inscription in their military booklet or a special
document.
Persons mentioned in Articles 10 and 11 who do not wear
military uniform shall be furnished by competent military
authority with a certificate of identity containing their photograph and attesting to their sanitary status.
Identification documents must be uniform and of the same
type in each army.
The sanitary personnel may in no case be deprived of their
insignia nor of their own identification papers.
In case of loss they shall have the right to obtain duplicates.
ARTICLE 22. The distinctive flag of the Convention may only
be displayed over the sanitary formations and establishments
which the Convention provides shall be respected, and with the
consent of the military authorities. In fixed establishments it
shall, and in mobile formations it may, be accompanied by the
national flag of the belligerent to whose service the formation
or establishment is attached.
Sanitary formations which have fa!len into the power of the
enemy, however, shall fly no other flag than that of the Convention as long as they continue in that situation.
The belligerents, in so far as military exigencies allow, shall
take such measures as may be necessary to render the distinctive
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emblems marking sanitary formations and establishments
plainly visible to the land, air and sea forces of the enemy,
with a view to preventing the possibility of any aggressive
action.
ARTICLE 23. The sanitary formations of neutral countries
which, under the conditions set forth in Article 11, have been
authorized to render their services, shall fly, with the flag of the
Convention, the national flag of the belligerent to which they
are attached.
They shall have the right during such time as they are rendering service to a belligerent to fly their own national flag also.
The provisions of the second paragraph of the preceding
article are applicable to them.
ARTICLE 24. The emblem of the red cross on a white ground
and the words Red Cross or Geneva Cross may be used, whether
in time of peace or war, only to protect or designate sanitary
formations and establishments, the personnel and materiel
protected by the Convention.
The same shall apply with respect to the emblems mentioned
in the second paragraph of Article 19 for such countries as use
them.
Moreover, the volunteer aid societies provided for under
Article 10 may, in conformity with their national legislation,
employ the distinctive emblem for their humanitarian activities
in time of peace.
As an exceptional measure and with the specific authorization
of one of the national Red Cross Societies (Red Crescent, Red
Lion and Sun), the use of the emblem of the Convention may be
allowed in peace time to designate the location of relief stations
reserved exclusively to giving free assistance to wounded or sick.
CHAPTER VII. THE APPLICATION AND ExECUTION oF
THE CoNVENTION.
ARTICLE 25. The provisions of the present Convention shall
be respected by the High Contracting Parties under all circumstances.
If, in time of war, a belligerent i~ not a party to the Convent ion, its provisions shall nevertheless remain in force as between
all the belligerents who are parties to the Convention.
ARTICLES 26- 27. [Substantially identical with Articles 25- 26
of the G enev a Convention of 1906.]
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CHAPTER VIII. THE REPRESSION OF ABUSES AND I NFRACTI ONS.
ARTICLE 28. The Governments of the High Contracting
Parties whose legislation may not now be adequate shall take or
shall recommend to their legislatures such measures as may be
necessary at all times:
a) to prevent the use by private persons or by societies other
than those upon which this Convention confers the right thereto,
of the emblem or of the name of the Red Cross or Geneva Cross,
as well as any other sign or designation constituting an imitation
thereof, whether for commercial or other purposes;
b) by reason of the homage rendered to Switzerland as a
result of the adoption of the inverted Federal colors, to prevent
the use, by private persons or by organizations, of the arms of
the Swiss Confederation or of signs constituting an imitation
thereof, whether as trade-marks, commercial labels, or portions
thereof, or in any way contrary to commercial ethics, or under
conditions wounding Swiss national pride.
The prohibition mentioned in subparagraph a) of the use of
signs or designations constituting an imitation of the emblem or
designation of the Red Cross or Geneva Cross, as ~ell as the prohibition mentioned in subparagraph b) of the use of the arms of
the Swiss Confederation or signs constituting an imitation
thereof, shall take effect from the time set in each act of legislation and at the latest five years after this Convention goes into
effect. After such going into effect it shall be unlawful to take
out a trade-mark or commercial label contrary to such prohibitions.
ARTICLE 29. The Governments of the High Contracting
Parties whose penal laws may not be adequate, shall likewise
take or recommend to their legislatures the necessary measures
to repress in time of war all acts in contravention of the provisions of the present Convention.
They shall communicate to one another through the Swiss
Federal Council the measures taken with a view to such repression, not later than five years from the date of the ra tification of the present Convention.
ARTICLE 30. At the request of a belligerent, an investigation
must be held, in such manner as shall be agreed upon by the
interested parties, concerning any alleged violation of the Convention; whenever such a violation is proved, the belligerents
shall put an end to it and repress it as promptly as possible.
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FINAL PROVISIONS .
ARTICLES 31-33.· [Omitted.]
ARTICLE 34. The present Convention shall replace the Conventions of August 22, 1864, and of July 6, 1906, in the relation~
between the High Contracting Parties.
ARTICLES 35-39. [Omitted.]

